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China’s Overseas Labor Cooperation :

The Evolution, Challenges and Policy Responses
Lu Peng'®
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences';
China Railway 17 Bureau Group Co., Ltd*)

Abstract: China’s overseas labor service cooperation and the transnational labor migration have
become an inevitable trend corresponding to the development and structural adjustment of the
Chinese economy. Starting from the implementation of the Reform and Opening Up policy, China’s
overseas labor service cooperation has kept developing at a steady and rapid pace, however, the
evolution still lags behind the development of the Chinese economy and does not match the role of
China in the global economy. China’s overseas labor cooperation is mainly concentrated in those low-
skilled and labor-intensive developing stages, and primarily occurs in those underdeveloped areas in
Asia and Africa. It is also highly concentrated in those traditional industrial sectors, including
construction, manufacturing, and transportation. While the labor cost advantage of the Chinese labor
force has been gradually undermined, new patterns of overseas labor cooperation grow, which are
featured by relatively unreceptive management, the lack of knowledge of local labor laws or
regulations, as well as the lack of standardization. As a response, relevant policies should focus on
broadening and strengthening China’s overseas labor cooperation, and relying on China’s traditional
labor productivity advantage in order to improve its competiveness, under the general background of
the “One Belt and One Road” development strategy. These efforts may create a more favorable
cooperation environment and push China’s overseas labor cooperation to a new era.

Keywords ; overseas labor service cooperation, evolution, One Belt and One Road, transnational

labor migration
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