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Forty Years” Rural Poverty Reduction in the Chinese
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Zhu Ling & He Wei
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Abstract: China has basically eliminated starvation in the recent four decades of reform and opening
to the outside world. Up to the end of 2017 the poverty incidence rate declined to around 3 percent
and more than 700 million rural people got rid of poverty. Such great achievements are mainly
attributed to the following factors. First of all farmers have gradually obtained their economic
freedom deprived under the planned economy. Second in response to the desire of the nationwide
public the high level policy-making group of the state led the Chinese people to turn to the market
economy achieving high-speed economic growth. Third governments at different levels have
increasingly invested in infrastructure and human capital while extending the coverage of social
protection to both urban and rural sectors of the country. Fourth comprehensive actions with a broad
social mobilization have been continuously undertaken for alleviating poverty of those lacking
capabilities and living in extremely disadvantageous areas. Currently the marginal return to the
financial assistance for poverty reduction is apparently declining. Therefore it is necessary to remove
administrative intervention in the business decisions of poor households while creating an
institutional environment favorable to the development of cooperative economies. Moreover it is also
essential to eliminate rural-urban inequalities in the socioeconomic and political rights as well as to
promote labor mobility of the poor and urbanization of the rural people.
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